GRADUATE STUDIES — RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY

GRADUATE STUDIES IN MINISTRY AND THEOLOGY

Graduate study at Bethel College can lead to a Master of Ministries degree (30 hours) or a
Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree (60 hours). These are professional academic
degrees for persons involved in various kinds of Christian ministry. The courses can also be taken
on a "special student" basis for those who wish to keep up on current theory/practice in biblical
studies, Christian ministry, theology, history, ethics and society.

Description of Master of Ministries (M.Min.) Program

The Bethel Master of Ministries is a professionally focused graduate degree consisting of 30
credit hours of graduate study beyond the baccalaureate degree and can be completed in three
semesters or less of full-time study. The program can also be pursued on a part-time basis. Cours-
es are scheduled on a three-day intensive format. In addition, one six-week (one night per week)
course is offered each semester. The student has two ways to complete the 30 hours.

1. Ten, three-hour courses, in any format (three-day or six-week courses), or
2. Nine, three-hour courses, plus a supervised position paper/project worth three credit hours.

Courses are taken in three major areas of study.

1. Biblical Studies (BBST), at least 9 hours required;
2. Theology, History, Ethics, and Society (THES), at least 6 hours required;
3. Church and Ministry (CHMN), at least 6 hours required.

The graduate student pursuing the Master of Ministries Degree shall use this distribution of cours-
es unless specifically permitted by the assistant program director to follow a different distribution.
BBST 531 - Interpreting the New Testament, BBST 532 — Interpreting the Old Testament,
THES 534A - Biblical Theology, BBST 541 — Interpretive Tools: Language, Literature and
Culture, THES 535 - Christian Apologetics, are five required courses unless they were suc-
cessfully completed at a graduate level elsewhere and are transferred into the student’s Bethel
College academic record, or a special exemption is granted by the assistant program director, and
approved by the program director. Under the direction of the assistant program director, the stu-
dent pursing the M.Min. Degree is allowed no more than one graduate level course by Private
Tutorial or Independent Study. Any exception to this must be approved by the assistant program
director and the program director.

Description of the Master of Arts in Theological Studies
(M.A.T.S.) Program

The Bethel Master of Arts in Theological Studies is an academically focused graduate degree
with a professional emphasis. It consists of 60 credit hours of graduate study beyond the bac-
calaureate degree and can be completed in two years, or over a longer period of time. At least ten
three-hour courses are offered each year, thereby allowing the graduate student the opportunity
to complete the M.A.T.S. degree in two years. Courses are scheduled on a three-day intensive for-
mat. In addition, one (6) six-week (one night per week) course is offered each semester. Twenty
courses (three credit hours each) are required to complete the M.A.T.S. degree. Under the direc-
tion of the assistant program director, the student pursuing the M.A.T.S. degree is allowed up to
two graduate level courses by Private Tutorial or Independent Study. Any exception to this must
be approved by the assistant program director and the program director. If the student pursuing
the M.A.T.S. Degree has completed the M.Min. Degree, or has transferred graduate courses from
another graduate school, any Private Tutorials or Independent Studies completed for that degree
or transferred in, shall apply to the total of two Private Tutorial or Independent Study courses
allowed for Bethel’s 60 credit hour requirement.
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The 20 courses (60 hours) are taken in three major areas of study.

1. Biblical Studies (BBST) — at least 15 hours required.

2. Church and Ministry (CHMN) — at least 15 hours required;

3. Theology, History, Ethics, and Society (THES) — at least 15 hours required;
BBST 531 — Interpreting the New Testament, BBST 532 — Interpreting the Old Testament,
BBST 541 — Interpretive Tools: Language, Literature and Culture, THES 534A - Biblical
Theology, THES 523 - History of Christian Thought, THES 535 — Christian Apologetics, or
THES 536 - Philosophy of Religion, THES 534B — Old Testament Theology and THES 534C
— New Testament Theology are eight required courses unless they were successfully complet-
ed at a graduate level elsewhere and are transferred into the student’s Bethel College academic
record, or a special exemption is granted by the assistant program director, and approved by the
program director. The assistant program director shall assist the graduate student in determining
a meaningful distribution of courses in order to complete the curricular requirements as stated
above, and to achieve the student’s educational and professional ministry goals.

Format of Programs

Ten courses are offered each academic year, five in the fall semester and five in the spring
semester. In addition, one class is usually offered during the May Term. The Supervised Field
Experience (CHMN 518), Private Tutorials, Independent Studies or Directed Readings courses
may be taken any time during the year. Study in Israel is available every other year, subject to
world situations. This course may be substituted for any required BBST course.

It may be possible to complete the 30-hour Master of Ministries degree in one academic year,
and the 60-hour Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree in two academic years by carefully
selecting the courses offered and/or Private Tutorial or Independent Study courses. The student
shall counsel with the assistant program director in order to register for any course. Courses
should be selected with great care in order to meet future educational and/or ministerial goals and
specific needs of the student. A maximum of seven years is allowed to complete the M.Min.
degree, and a maximum of ten years is allowed to complete the M.A.T.S. degree. If either degree
is not completed by the end of the stated time limit, additional time for completing the degree may
be granted on the basis of an appeal filed with the assistant program director. If approved by the
assistant program director, the graduate program director, and the dean of graduate studies, up
to two additional years may be granted to complete the requirements of either degree.

The format of these degree programs allows students to enroll at any time during the year. If
possible, however, students should pre-enroll in all courses they expect to take during a semes-
ter. Additionally, the format of the programs enables many students to continue to work full-time
while pursing their degree.

Admission Requirements

1. A baccalaureate degree from a college or university accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission. Applicants from non-accredited schools will be considered individually.
Degrees other than a bachelor of arts (e.g. bachelor of science, etc.) are acceptable.

2. An adequate undergraduate foundation, based on the standard established by the Associ-
ation of Theological Schools, is the basis for full acceptance into Bethel College's Master
of Ministries and/or Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree programs. This standard

is as follows:
CREDIT HOURS
Biblical Studies 16-20
Theological Studies 4
Church and Ministry Studies 4-8
English (including Speech Courses) 12
History 3-6
Philosophy 3-6
Foreign Language (Greek and/or Hebrew recommended) 4-8
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Natural Science 4
Social Sciences 12

Succesful studies in these academic areas assure an adequate undergraduate foundation as a
preparation for graduate study, as well as meeting the pre-seminary academic curricular studies
established by the Association of Theological Schools.

An applicant whose undergraduate degree program does not meet these minimum requirements
will be accepted conditionally, and in consultation with the assistant program director determine
the means of achieving the required adequate undergraduate foundation. The applicant may be
allowed to register for graduate courses prior to satisfactorily meeting these requirements. If the
applicant’s undergraduate academic record lacks evidence of basic college level courses in Bibli-
cal Studies, the basic Bible Examination plus some reading in Old Testament and New Testament
studies will be required prior to registering for a graduate course in Biblical Studies. Courses in
theology may require some assigned reading prior to registration. The assistant program director
is responsible to determine pre-registration requirements. No more than nine (9) graduate credit
hours may be earned prior to completing all requirements for the adequate undergraduate foun-
dation. Upon successfully completing the required academic work necessary for the adequate
undergraduate foundation, the student’s provisional status will be lifted to that of full acceptance.

There are several ways to achieve the status of full acceptance. These shall be included in the stu-
dent's academic planning at Bethel College. They may be completed under the direction of the
assistant program director as independent studies, special readings and reports, noncollegiate
learning credit, testing, correspondence courses, or regular undergraduate or graduate courses,
or other possible means approved by the assistant program director and the program director.

3. a. An undergraduate grade point average of at least 2.5 based on a 4.0 scale (“A” = 4
points). An applicant whose average is below the standard may be admitted condition-
ally at the discretion of the assistant program director. The conditional period shall
extend for a minimum of one semester, and during this period the student is expected
to maintain a 2.5 average in graduate or undergraduate study at Bethel College. Upon
successfully completing a semester of graduate study with a 2.5 or higher grade point,
the student's conditional status will be lifted to that of full acceptance, providing all other
admission requirements have been met.

b. Moral character consistent with the guidelines set forth in the Word of God and in accord
with the ethos statement of Bethel College.

c. Aclearindication based on transcripts, references and written work that the applicant is
able and desirous of pursing graduate work successfully. Qualified candidates are con-
sidered without regard to race, national or ethnic origin, age, gender or physical handi-
cap.

Application Procedures
Applicants for graduate study in ministry and theology shall complete the following steps:

1. Request a graduate admission application packet from Bethel College, graduate studies
office (574-257-3360).

2. Complete the application form included in the packet, and return it to Bethel College, grad-
uate studies office, with a $25 nonrefundable application fee. (This fee is not required of
Bethel College, Summit Christian College, or Fort Wayne Bible College alumni.)

3. Schedule an interview with the Assistant Program Director; this may be done through the
graduate secretary (574-257-3360). During this interview ministry goals and objectives of
the applicant will be explored, the graduate degree programs explained, possible financial
aid discussed and any questions regarding the programs answered.

4. Reference forms will be supplied to you. One each is required from (a) your pastor, minis-
ter or religious mentor, (b) a former professor or teacher, and (c) a person who knows you
but is not a relative. Please instruct these persons to return the completed reference forms
to Bethel College, graduate studies office.
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5. Write the registrar of the college or university from which you earned your undergraduate
degree, and request an official transcript be sent to the graduate studies office, Bethel Col-
lege, 1001 Bethel Circle, Mishawaka, IN 46545.

6. If you have completed undergraduate or graduate courses in another college or university,
you must request an official transcript for that academic work be sent to Bethel College,
graduate studies office.

7. A biographical sketch that includes the student's reason for wanting to complete graduate
studies and a statement of your personal religious faith (approximately 300 words.)

8. When all admission materials are on file in the graduate studies office, they will be reviewed
by the assistant program director and a decision regarding the applicant's admission deter-
mined. The applicant will be notified by mail of the decision, together with any requirements
for an adequate undergraduate foundation explained. This may require a second interview
with the assistant program director.

9. Applicants desiring to live in campus housing must correspond with the office of student
development (574-257-3304). Most graduate students stay in motels during the three-day
courses.

10. Applicants desiring financial aid must complete the Graduate Financial Aid Application
form included in the admission packet. Submit the form to Bethel College, graduate studies
office. The assistant program director will review the application and, within guidelines
established by Bethel College, determine the level of financial aid available to the applicant.

11.Applicants may indicate on the Application Form their intention to enroll in and complete
either the M.A.T.S. or the M.Min. Degree. However, after the first nine credit hours of grad-
uate study have been completed, the graduate student must declare which degree he/she
plans to complete. If at any time the graduate student desires to change his/her declara-
tion, an appeal for such change must be filed with and approved by the assistant program
director.

Regular Admission is granted when it has been determined by the assistant program director
that the applicant has fully met the admission requirements for the Master of Ministries and/or the
Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree program(s).

Transfer Graduate Students may be granted transfer credit of graduate work successfully com-
pleted at other institutions when the work is determined by the assistant program director to be
acceptable. Courses with a "C" or higher grade may be transferred. A maximum of 15 semester
credit hours may be accepted toward the Master of Ministries degree, and a maximum of 30
semester credit hours toward the Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree. Credits accepted
from nonaccredited institutions are transferred at two-thirds value and the student is on academic
probation for one semester.

Conditional Admission may be granted at the discretion of the assistant program director when
the applicant does not fully meet the admission requirements as stated above, but appears to
have the potential to meet the requirements and profit from graduate study at Bethel College. Con-
ditional admission requires that fixed procedures be followed to successfully achieve regular
admission status.

International Students: A student who is not a United States citizen or a United States perma-
nent resident may be admitted to the graduate degree programs (M.Min. and M.A.T.S.) only after
completing all requirements established by the office of admission, as set forth in the college Cat-
alog governing the admission of international students to Bethel College. A valid, accredited bac-
calaureate degree must be documented prior to admission into the graduate degree programs at
Bethel College. An international student applying for admission into the graduate degree pro-
grams who has an undergraduate degree from a foreign college or university may be admitted.
His or her transcript will be evaluated according to Bethel College’s evaluation procedure. Credits
for the foreign undergraduate degree are assessed at a two/thirds value. If admitted to Bethel Col-
lege, the international student will be required to complete all requirements for a valid, accredited
baccalaureate degree. Undergraduate and graduate courses may be taken simultaneously as the
student pursues his or her academic degrees from Bethel College. Graduate courses completed
may not apply for credit on both undergraduate and graduate degrees. Graduate credits earned
will be applied toward the desired graduate degree, but the graduate degree will not be awarded
until all requirements for the accredited undergraduate degree have been met.
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Admission to an Individual Course for credit may be granted by the assistant program director
and the professor involved. This is on a "special student" basis, related to his/her transcript and
personal interview. No references or biographical sketch are required. No maximum number of
credit hours has been set that can be earned this way. If, however, a student later decides to pur-
sue the Master of Ministries or Master of Arts in Theological Studies degree(s), he/she must meet
all the specific requirements for admission into these degree programs.

Undergraduate Bethel College Students may register for graduate courses for which graduate
credit is earned, provided they have completed at least 88 credit hours of undergraduate work,
have a minimum GPA of 2.75, and have the permission of their undergraduate academic advisor
and the assistant program director. Such courses may not apply for credit on both undergraduate
and graduate degrees. A maximum of nine (9) graduate hours of credit may be accumulated, and
credit thus earned will be applied upon completion of the baccalaureate degree.

Permission to Audit a graduate course may be granted by the assistant program director upon
the consent of the professor teaching the course. The admission process must be followed and
the $25 nonrefundable application fee paid at the time of registering to audit the first course. A
graduate audit fee of $175 is to be paid for each course audited.

Noncollegiate Learning is one of the ways an applicant may be able to satisfy the requirements
for an adequate undergraduate foundation. Additionally, when advising and registering graduate
students having been accepted into the M.Min. and/or M.A.T.S. degree programs, the assistant
program director may take into consideration the noncollegiate learning experiences of such per-
sons. This is one of the ways of individualizing the curricular program to help meet the academic
and professional goals and plans of the graduate student.

Prior Learning Assessment
Definition: Learning that occurs outside a college or university classroom, commonly
referred to as experiential learning, and that is considered by the graduate faculty of Bethel
College to be worthy of receiving graduate level credit, is validated through a process
known as Prior Learning Assessment (PLA).

Purpose: The faculty in the school of Religion and Philosophy of Bethel College recog-
nizes that within the general parameters of its graduate curricula there are experiential
learning experiences that are of an exceptional nature and may be considered valid evi-
dences of learning at a graduate level and eligible to receive credit on a student’s graduate

ac ic record.
St ds: The standards for the PLA program allowing for graduate credit in Religion
and’Philosophy at Bethel College are herewith established as follows:

1. Credit may be awarded only on the basis of learning derived from experience.

2. Credit for graduate level learning derived from experience may be considered
only for graduate students whose request for credit is based on eight (8) or more
years of personal experience in the general field of Church and Ministry
subsequent to having earned a valid baccalaureate degree.

3. Credit may be awarded only on the basis of written documentation disclosing the
full scope of the project, program or practice to be considered for graduate level
credit.

4. Credit may be awarded when the written documentation provides valid evidence
of a balance between theory and practice in the area of Church and Ministry.

5. Documentation presented for consideration must include the student’s personal
assessment statement of the content of learning related to experience derived
from the specific project, program or practice.

6. Credit may be awarded only when through an assessment of the documentation
presented there is valid evidence that learning based on experience is
considered graduate level learning that qualifies the student to be awarded three
(3) graduate credit hours.

7. Credit may be awarded only on the basis of evidence of competence in the field
of Church and Ministry as disclosed in the documentation presented by the
student.

272 BETHEL COLLEGE 2009-2010


webtech1
Sticky Note


GRADUATE STUDIES — RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY

8. Credit awards and their transcript entries shall be monitored by the graduate

academic advisor to assure that there is no duplication of credit for the same
learning experience.

Documentary presentations by the student as a request for PLA graduate credit
shall be evaluated by the graduate program director and/or the graduate
academic advisor, or when advisable, by Bethel College graduate faculty in
Religion and Philosophy whose expertise is in the area of graduate learning
indicated by a particular presentation.

10.Fees charged by Bethel College for PLA credit shall be established by the

administration of the college and stated in the college Catalog.

11.Remuneration granted to persons responsible for reviewing the documentary

presentations should be based on the service performed and as determined by
the administration of the college. (Currently, the amount of remuneration is a
total of $50 per document reviewed.)

12.The PLA program designed for graduate studies in Religion and Philosophy

should be regularly monitored, reviewed, evaluated and revised as needed to
reflect changes in the needs being served by the program.

Awarding Credit: Graduate level credit to be awarded for experiential learning will be con-
sidered within the following policy guidelines:

1.

PLA credit may be awarded only in the area of Bethel College’s graduate
curriculum in Church and Ministry as identified in the Bethel College Catalog.
Credit may not be awarded in the areas of Biblical Studies (BBST), Theology,
History, Ethics and Society (THES).

No more than nine (9) graduate credit hours may be awarded for experiential
learning.

Experiential learning considered graduate level must be validated on the basis
of:

a. Request made by the graduate student in a personal interview with the
graduate program director and/or the assistant program director, during
which the student shall explain orally the nature of the project to be
submitted for consideration, the level or focus of learning the student
believes to have gained through the project and the plan to present
documented evidence verifying graduate level learning through the field-
tested project.

b. Approval to present valid documentation verifying the request may be
granted by the graduate program director and/or the graduate academic
advisor if the request is considered to be valid evidence of graduate level
learning in the field of Church and Ministry experience.

c. Presentation of written documentation to include at least the following
i. A copy of all documents related to and describing the project, program
or practice developed by the student in the context of Church and
Ministry.
ii. The student’s evaluation of the effectiveness of the project, program or
practice, demonstrating a clear balance between theory and practice.

iii. The student’s detailed statement disclosing what he or she learned about
Church and Ministry in and through the project, program or practice.

iv. A completed formal request form provided by the office of the graduate
academic advisor.

d. Limitation: PLA credit will not be awarded for a documentary presentation
that duplicates a course completed by the student in Bethel College’s
graduate curriculum established for the Master of Ministries and Master of
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Arts in Theological Studies degree programs. Conversely, a graduate
student in these degree programs may not register for a course for which
PLA credit has been awarded.

Prior Learning Evaluation Procedures: Graduate students who are in the process of
applying for, or who have already been admitted to the Master of Ministries or Master of
Arts in Theological Studies degree programs may petition for graduate academic credit for
experience-based learning as outlined in the following procedural steps:

The Student’s Responsibilities:

1.
2.

3.

Submission of a completed form requesting graduate academic credit.
Presentation of all written documents describing the project, program or
practice for which credit is requested.

Submission of the student’s personal assessment statement of learning
based on experience.

The foregoing form and documents must be presented to the graduate
academic advisor.

The graduate student requesting prior learning credit must pay $50 per credit
hour requested prior to the evaluation by Bethel College personnel responsible
for evaluating the documents presented.

The College’s Responsibilities:

1.

The assistant program director in consultation with the program
director will review all documents presented and will notify the graduate student
of his/their evaluation and include instructions if changes are to be made, further
verification is required or additional documentation is to be presented.

All documentary evidence presented for consideration must be comprehensive
enough, and of graduate level academic quality, to demonstrate that the project,
program or practice qualifies for three (3) graduate credit hours applicable to the
student’s graduate academic record.

In the instance of evaluation by Religion and Philosophy faculty other than the
assistant program director and the program director, the evaluation
with the evaluator’s notations and approval will be submitted to the office of the
assistant program director for final disposition within the guidelines of the
policies governing this program.

The assistant program director will advise the graduate student of the final
decision to grant the request for graduate academic credit.

The assistant program director and the program director will sign an
official request for graduate academic credit, attach a copy of the evaluation and
submit the appropriate documents to the office of the registrar authorizing the
academic credit to be entered on the student’s official academic record.

The program director will approve and submit for payment the
remuneration to be received by the person who evaluated the documentations
presented by the student.

Due Process: A graduate student questioning the results of the evaluation of his or her
prior learning experience documentation may:

1.
2.
3.

Appeal to the program director by personal interview or letter.
Appeal to the faculty person who evaluated his or her documentation.

If the result of the appeal is unsatisfactory to the student, he or she may request
that another graduate faculty member evaluate the documents, said evaluating
faculty member to be designated by the program director.

If after all evaluations have been made credit is denied, the matter may be
presented to an ad-hoc committee appointed by the program director.
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5. If the decision of the ad-hoc committee is unacceptable, the student may follow
the standard appeal process outlined in the Bethel College student handbook, for
M.Min and M.A.T.S. degree programs.

Financial Information

Graduate tuition and fees are available from the graduate studies office or at the front of this
catalog. Substantial grants and scholarships are available to all M.Min. and M.A.T.S. students.
Additional financial assistance in the form of local church and/or denominational grants may be
available to ministers and others employed by churches or parachurch organizations. The Mis-
sionary Church strongly supports and may provide financial assistance for its credentialed minis-
ters and ministerial students in these graduate programs. A limited number of tuition discounts are
made available by the program director. Students may also be eligible for direct student loans, the
college work-study program and federal student loan programs. For specific details relating to
grants and scholarships, contact the assistant program director (574-257-2667).

Graduation Requirements for M.Min. and M.A.T.S. Degrees

For the Master of Ministries and Master of Arts in Theological Studies candidates, the follow-
ing requirements must be completed:

1. A total of 30/60 semester hours with at least a 2.5 cumulative grade point average.

2. Successful completion of BBST 531, BBST 532, BBST 541, THES 534A, THES 535, or
THES 536 for both the M.A.T.S. and M.Min. Degrees, with the addition of THES 523, THES
534B and THES 534C for the M.A.T.S. Degree. If these or comparable graduate level
courses were successfully completed at another accredited graduate school and trans-
ferred to the student’s Bethel College graduate program, this requirement may be adjusted
accordingly. The assistant program director and the program director must approve any
exception to this.

3. Courses for which a grade below "C-" is received may not count as hours earned for either
of these degrees.

4. The final 15 semester credit hours for either of these degrees must be completed at Bethel
College immediately prior to graduation. Any exception to this must be on the basis of
appeal through the assistant program director and submitted to the program director and
the dean of graduate studies. The appeal will then be submitted to the vice president for
academic services of Bethel College, with whom the final decision will rest.

5. All financial accounts must be fully paid to Bethel College. Academic credit, transcript and
diploma are withheld until the account is paid in full.

6. A maximum of one Independent Study or Private Tutorial course and/or Field Ministry
course for the M.Min. Degree, and a maximum of two Independent Study or Private Tutor-
ial courses and/or Field Ministry courses for the M.A.T.S. degree are allowed. Any excep-
tions must be approved by the assistant program director and the program director.

7. An Application for Graduation form must be completed by the assistant program director,
and signed by the graduate student. This must be completed and submitted to the office
of the registrar no later than September 30 prior to the following spring commencement.
Applications for graduation received after September 30 may be charged a $100 late grad-
uation application fee.

Academic Information

Six (6) hours of graduate academic work is the minimum required in order to apply for a stu-
dent loan. However, a minimum of nine (9) hours of academic work may be necessary for certain
kinds of student financial aid. A student who has full-time employment often finds that a maximum
of six semester hours of study is advisable.

A student whose cumulative GPA drops below 2.5 is automatically placed on academic pro-
bation. Failure to raise the cumulative GPA to 2.5 or higher the following semester will lead to dis-
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missal from the program. A student who is placed on academic probation may register an appeal
through the assistant program director, citing mitigating circumstances. The program director will
rule on all such appeals. Normally a student may reapply through the assistant program director
following one semester after being dismissed. If the student is allowed readmission, he/she will be
placed on probation for one semester. During that semester the GPA must be raised to 2.5 or the
student will be dismissed from the program.

The business office of Bethel College on the basis of approved financial arrangements must
authorize registration for graduate courses.

Registration for courses may be done in person in the graduate studies office. Registration
forms are available from the graduate secretary. The assistant program director must approve all
registrations.

Registration may be completed by mail. The graduate secretary will mail a Registration Intent
Form to each graduate student in the programs. This form will list all courses being taught in the
academic year. The student must check the courses he/she wishes to complete, sign the form and
mail it to Bethel College, graduate studies office. The assistant program director must approve
such registrations.

The last day for registration for any regularly scheduled course in the M.Min. or M.A.T.S.
degree programs is one calendar week (seven days) prior to the first day scheduled for the course
to begin. A late registration fee of $40 will be charged when a student fails to register at least one
week before a course begins.

Registration for nonscheduled graduate courses including Supervised Field Experience,
Directed Reading Experience, Private Tutorials, Independent Studies or a Position Paper or Pro-
ject must be completed before the first week of a semester.

A continuation fee of $50 will be required of a graduate student who carries the completion of
a position paper/project to the following academic year.

Continuing registration is generally considered the approved plan for completing a graduate
academic degree. Bethel College is aware of the fact that most graduate students enrolled in the
M.Min. and/or M.A.T.S. degree programs are heavily involved in ministry. Therefore, it is under-
standable that there may be one or more semesters when the graduate student cannot register for
a course. However, registering for graduate courses after a lapse of one year will require that a
Re-enrollment Form be completed. This form is available in the registrar’s office. There is no re-
enroliment fee.

Curriculum
Required Courses:
HOURS
Biblical Studies Courses
BBST 531 Interpreting the New Testament 3
BBST 532 Interpreting the Old Testament 3
BBST 541 Interpretive Tools: Language, Literture & Culture 3
Theology courses:
THES 534A Biblical Theology — Both Testaments 3
THES 534B Old Testament Theology, or (3)*
THES 534C New Testament Theology (3)*
THES 523 History of Christian Thought 3
THES 535 Christian Apologetics, or 3
THES 536 Philosophy of Religion (3)
* for M.A.T.S. degree
Courses in Biblical Studies:
BBST 533 Seminars in Biblical Literature
BBST 533D Matthew 3
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HOURS
BBST 533 F Hebrews 3
BBST 533 H Romans 3
BBST 533 J Daniel 3
BBST 533 K Isaiah 3
BBST 533 L Exodus 3
BBST 533 N Ephesians 3
BBST 5330 | & Il Timothy, Titus 3
BBST 533 P Deuteronomy 3
BBST 539 Studies in Biblical Lands 3
BBST 540 Biblical Languages: Greek, Hebrew,
Aramaic, Latin 1-3*
BBST 550 Directed Reading Experience in
Biblical Studies 1-3
BBST 560 Independent Study 1-3
Courses in Church and Ministry
CHMN 511 Leadership in Church & Ministry 3
CHMN 512 Strategies of Evangelism & Christian Mission 3
CHMN 513 Principles and Theology of Church Growth 3
CHMN 514 Dynamics of Pastoral Care & Ministry 3
CHMN 517 Seminars in Church & Ministry 3
CHMN 517 B Worship 3
CHMN 517C Christian Education 3
CHMN 517D Preaching 3
CHMN 517G Marriage & Family Counseling 3
CHMN 517 H Missions 3
CHMN 5171 Crisis Counseling 3
CHMN 517 J Church Planting & Multiplication | 3
CHMN 518 Supervised Field Experience 3
CHMN 550 Position Paper or Project 3
CHMN 560 Independent Study 1-3
Courses in Theology, History, Ethics and Society
THES 529 Directed Reading Experience 3
THES 530 Seminars in Theology, History,
Ethics & Society 3
THES 530 A Contemporary Ethical Issues/Moral Choice 3
THES 530 B The Challenge of World Religions/Cults 3
THES 530D Church History | — The Fathers — Reformation 3
THES 530 E Church History Il — Reformation — Enlightenment 3
THES 530 F Church History Ill — Enlightenment — Present 3
THES 530 | History & Polity of the Missionary Church 3
THES 530 K Spiritual Formation: Human Nature & Discipleship 3
THES 534 B Old Testament Theology 3
THES 534 C New Testament Theology 3
THES 560 Independent Study 1-3

The graduate curriculum for the M.Min. and M.A.T.S. degrees is reviewed annually, with the
objective of providing the graduate student the best possible academic program, current with the
contemporary movements in church ministries. Therefore, there may be new courses added as
approved by the academic administration of Bethel College.

The program director and assistant program director arrange a full year’s schedule annually. This
guides the graduate student and the assistant program director in structuring the student’s acad-
emic program so as to make it possible to achieve the educational goals and plans of the student.
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Most courses in the M.A.T.S./M.Min. curriculum are available as Private Tutorial Courses.
Exceptions include BBST 531 — Interpreting the New Testament, BBST 532 — Interpreting the
Old Testament (unless allowed by the director and the assistant program director of the M.A.T.S.
and M.Min. Programs), BBST 539 — Studies in Biblical Lands, BBST 541 — Interpretive Tools: Lan-
guage, Literature and Culture, and others as determined by the director of the M.A.T.S. and
M.Min. programs and the assistant program director to these programs. These are available only
in special circumstances, and arranged only through and upon approval the assistant program
director and the director of the M.A.T.S. and M.Min. Degree programs.

* - Biblical Languages: BBST 540 A — Greek and BBST 540 B — Hebrew, (and Aramaic and
Latin) may be taken only in unusual circumstances as Private Tutorials, or in an approved class
providing six students desire the course, and only at the approval of the assistant program direc-
tor and the director of the M.A.T.S. and M.Min. Degree programs. A maximum of one Independent
Study or Private Tutorial course and/or Field Ministry course for the M.Min. degree, and a maxi-
mum of two Independent Study or Private Tutorial courses and/or Field Ministry courses for the
M.A.T.S. degree are allowed. Any exceptions must be approved by the assistant program director
and the program director.
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